Math Across the Curriculum

Charting the Slave Trade

During the period from 1526 to 1870, millions of slaves were shipped from Africa to various North and
South American countries. Study the graph below, and then answer the questions that follow on the
lines provided.
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1. Which country received the most slaves? The least?

2. How many more slaves were sent to French America than to Europe?

3. Which two countries have the most slaves? What is the difference between these numbers?

4. What two countries have an almost equal number of slaves?

5. How many slaves were exported altogether? Round your answer to the nearest million.




